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Abstract :

I'he New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is an
attempt 10 reform the education system in India
The policy aims to make education more
accessible, inclusive, and holistic. It seeks to
promote a muludisciplinary approach to leaming,
emphasizing critical thinking, creativity, and
problem-solving skills. The NEP also aims to
provide greater autonomy to cducational
instirutions and to improve the quality of teaching
and learning. This paper reviews the key features
ofthe NEP 2020 and discusses the opportunities
and challenges it presents for India.
Keywords:  New  Education Pohcy,
multidisciplinary learning, critical thinking,
creativity, problem-solving skills

Introduction :

India’s long-awaited New Education Policy
(NEP) was finally unveiled on July 29, 2020,
after three decades of its predecessor. The NEP
2020 proposes to revamp the education system
in India, which has been lagging behind in
qualuity, relevance, and access. The policy aims
to transform education from a rigid, teacher-
centered approach to a more student-centered,
flexible system that promotes creativity, critical
thinking, and problem-solving skills. The NEP
also envisions a holistic, multidisciplinary
approach to education, making it more inclusive
and accessible to all. This paper examines the
key features of the NEP 2020 and evaluates the

potential oppontunitics and challenges it presents
for India

Background :

The NEP 2020 was announced on July 29,
2020, by the Ministry of Human Resource
DC\'clnp;‘ncnl. which was subsequently renamed
as the Ministry of Education. The policy was
drafted by a committece headed by Dr. K.
Kasturirangan, a former chairman of the Indian
Space Rescarch Organization (ISRO). The NEP
2020 aims to replace the National Policy on
Education, which was last revised in 1992,

Salient Features of NEP -

1. Ensuning Universal Access at All Levels
of schooling from pre-pnmary school to
Grade 12;

1. Ensuring quality carly childhood care and
education for all children between 3-6
years;

1. New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure
(5+3+3+4);

iv. No hard separations between arts and
sciences, between curncular and extra- e
curmicular activities, between  vocational
and academic streams:

v. Establishing National Mission on
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy;

vi. Emphasis on promoting multilingualism
and Indian languages; The medium of
instruction until at least Grade S. bur
preferably till Grade 8 and beyond, will be
the home language/mother tongue'local
language/regional language.

vil. Assessment reforms - Board Exams on up
10 two occasions duning any given school

QrEvhl 5% ¢ - 73 o073
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Recent Policy on Employment and Unemployment in India

Prof. Dr Ravi S Sorte
Assaciate Professor, Shree Pandharinath College, Narkhed, MS (INDIA)

Email: ravissorte@gmail.com

Abstract: India has the second largesi labor force in the world, but it also has a high unemployment rafe. In recent
years, the government of India has implemented a number of policies aimed at addressing the issue of
unempl.u_l\'mem. Unemplovment is « significant economic and social problem in lndia. The unemployment rate has
been rising recently, particularly among vouth and women. The govermment has implemented a nuntber of policies
inan attempt (o address the issue uf wnemployment, but the efiectiveness of these policies is still being debated.

This paper reviews the current policies on employarent and unemplovment i India. It discusses the abjectives
of these policies, the programs and schemes implemented, and the challenges. To solve India's uncmplayment
problem, the govermment needs to_focus on creating more high-quality jobs in the formal sector.

Keywords: India, employment, unemployment, policy, labor force, skills, informal sector

@ 1. INTRODUCTION

India has a population of over 1.3 billion people, and the labor force is estimated to be around
495 million. This makes India the second largest labor torce in the world, after China. However,
India also has a high unemployment rate, which was estimated to be 8.2% in 2023. India has a
long history of high unemployment. In recent years, the unemployment rate has been
exceptionally high among youth and women. The government has implemented a number of

policies in an attempt to address the issue of unemployment.

In developing and underdeveloped countries, there is a tremendous increase in population as
compared to developed countries. Due to the rapid growth, there is also an increase in the labor
force. As a result, there is a close relationship between the population and labor force. Since the
increase in population is complementary to the labor force, a correlation can be seen that
“increase in population - increase in labor force - increase in employment”. But the question of
consideration arises when to what extent the available manpower is getting employment. This
is very important in terms of development [1].

In 1991, clobalization, liberalization and privatization started on a large scale under the 'New

Economic Policy'. Along with this, more facilities were made available for FDI and FII. On July

(@ 24,1991, the 'New Industrial Policy' was declared. Under this, many industries started entering
India and employment opportunities were created to some extent. Along with this, the

government also decreased the number of certified and licensed industries in the public sector,

Therefore, there has been a huge increase in Forcign Direct Investment (F.D.1.) and Foreign

| Institutional Investment (IF.1.1), even if the development ot industrial structure does not remain
constant, duc to various reasons, the number of industries has not increased according to the
same principle as required by the region. As a result, India’s population increased on a large
scale, while the available labor tforce did not get the required employment Pvt. In their
explanation of economics by Robbins, "Economics is the science of practicing human efforts in
order to combine unlimited needs, limited but alternative means of use." But the government

and the economists arc continuously making efforts to get employment by the available
manpowcr in order to combinc alternative use industrics or lactories.

Volume 23, Issue 8, 2023
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Abstract :

This research paper examines the social and
economic policies of the Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi. The paper begins with an overview
of the current economic and social conditions in
India, followed by a discussion of the key policies
that have been implemented by the Modi
government. The paper then evaluates the impact
ofthese policies, and discusses the challenges that
remain.

Keywords:

Poverty, Inequality, Employment, Education,
Social Policy, Economic Policy, Healthcare.
Introduction :

India is a country of great diversity, with a
population of over 1.4 billion people. The country
is home to a wide range of social and economic
challenges, including poverty, inequality,
unemployment, and illiteracy.

In recent years, the Indian government has
implemented a number of social and economic
policies in an effort to address these challenges.
These policies have been aimed at promoting
economic growth, reducing poverty, and improving
social welfare.

The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi,
has been a key driver of these policy changes.
Modi has pledged to make in India a "strong and
prosperous" nation, and his policies have been
designed to achieve this goal.

Methodology :

This research paper is based on a review of
the literature on the social and economic policies
ofthe Narendra Modi government. The paper also
draws on data from government reports, news
articles, and academic studies.

Review of Literature :
The literature on the social and economic

policies of the Prime Minister of India is extensive.
A number of studies have examined the impact of
these policies on poverty, inequality, and economic
growth.
One study by the World Bank found that the
government's social programs have helped to reduce
poverty and improve the lives of the poor. The
study also found that the government's economic
policies have helped to boost economic growth.
Another study by the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad found that the
government's social programs have been effective
in improving education and healthcare. However,
the study also found that the government needs to
do more to improve the quality of these services.
Objectives :
The objectives of this research paper are to:
* Provide an overview of the current issues facing
India

* Discuss the social and economic policies that
Modi has implemented in an effort to address
these issues

* Evaluate the effectiveness of these policies

* Make recommendations for future research.

Current Issue :

One of the most pressing current issues facing
India is poverty. According to the World Bank,
21.9% of Indians lived below the national poverty
line in 2022. This means that more than 270 million
people in India are living in poverty.

Another major challenge facing India is
inequality. The richest 2% ofIndians control more
than 50% ofthe country’s wealth. I think this level
of inequality is among the highest in the world.

The rate of unemployment in [ndia is increasing
more and more in present times. In 2023, the
unemployment rate in India fell to 7.1% in September
2023 from 8.1% in August, according to the Centre
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Awareness of Open Source Software among Librarians of Colleges
Affiliated to Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati
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Abstract

The librarian’s role in development of today’s education field is immense and the
introduction of latest technology has made it more dynamic. The sharing of information among
the library users now a day requires that the librarians be technologically updated so that the
user can benefit from their expertise. More recently, the open source movement has also added
to the list of skills one (the librarian) needs to perform his duties more effectively. In view of
above, this study was carried out to understand the level of awareness about various aspects of
open source software technology among the library and information science (LIS) i.e. librarians
working in colleges affiliated to Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University (SGBAU), Amravati.
The study is conducted by using a combination of descriptive and exploratory research designs
and all the data necessary for this study was collected using a survey questionnaire. The
statistical analysis of the data was carried out with the aid of SPSS 18.0 software. Based on the
results of this study it is evident that most of the librarians are aware of only some specific
open source operating systems such as Linux Mint, Ubuntu, Fedora and Debian Linux.
However, Koha and Newgenlib open source library management software system is more than
Openbiblio, PhpmyLibrary, and Evergreen among librarians. Among the digital libraries, most
of the librarians are aware of Dspace and Greenstone, while Joomla and Drupal are the open
source content management software about which most of the librarians are aware. Overall, the
awareness about open source software in the context of librarians is somewhat low.
Keywords: Librarian, awareness, open source software, Linux Mint, Koha, Dspace,
Greenstone, Joomla, Drupal
1.0 Introduction

The role of information n progress of any country is absolutely undoubted. Moreover,
it is the ability of the systems to effectively manage and share the necessary information that
creates value systems. In view of this the role of computers in general and its role in library
science in particular is very important. Many computing technologies are directly developed
for the various tasks that are routinely performed in the libraries. During the early years of
software development, programmers would often share software in order to learn from one
another and grow the field of computer programming (Upasani, 2016). This process
encouraged the creation of the Free Software Foundation (FSF) and included David Knuth's
TeX typesetting program in 1979 and Richard Stallman's GNU operating system in 1983. In
fact, the early web browser Netscape was a free software with source code that would later go
on to help develop open source software projects like Mozilla Firefox (a web browser that is
still commonly used today). Subsequently, the FSF later was replaced by the Open Source
Initiative (OSI); a group of software developers that creates software intended to be freely
shared, improved and redistributed by others (Velmurugan and Kannan, 2012; Choi and Yi,
2015).

Today, many experts in the field have joined the free and open source software
movement in one way or another. This has created a major shift in how open source software
is viewed and used everywhere with library science being no exception (Singh and Nikose,
2023). Currently, open source software is pervasive across all industry verticals, every day;
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more companies use and develop software than ever before. Moreover, the pandemic has also
accelerated digitalization, and more businesses have added software to provide their products
and services via a website or an application (app). A common theme for next few years is not
only the growth of open source technologies but also the incremental awareness that we will
see across industries (Khode, 2018; Kampa, 2018). It is expected that the awareness will fuel
the open source use and expansion (Gireesh Kumar and Rao, 2017). With the latest
technological advancement, one thing is sure that the demand for a librarian with open source
skills is going to increase exponentially (Palmer and Choi, 2014). Experienced library
professionals will have plenty of opportunities to cater the library users using open source
technologies (Blessing, 2012; Shivakumar and Kemparaju, 2018). Moreover, not much is
known about the open source software movement in the Indian context (Hanumappa et al.,
2014). In view of the above, it is necessary to know the current level of awareness about various
aspects of library science vis-a-vis open source software technology. For this purpose a cross
sectional study about the awareness of open source software technology among librarians
working in the colleges affiliated to Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University (SGBAU),
Amravati was carried out.
2.0  Research Methodology
2.1  Study Area

The present investigation was carried out in the western Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra. The colleges affiliated to Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, Amravati were
considered for this study.
2.2 Design of Study and Sample Selection

The study is performed by adopting a combination of descriptive and exploratory
research designs, wherein the librarians of colleges of study region were selected randomly.
The sample size for this study was 300.
2.3  Primary data collection

All the data necessary for this study was collected using a structured research
instrument i.e. a short questionnaire and by using survey method. A Google form was used to
collect the data electronically.
2.4  Secondary data collection

Secondary data collection was carried out from the general publications, scientific
journals, publications of educational institutions and professional associations, internet
resources, research institutes and books from National and International authors.
2.5  Statistical Analysis of Data

All statistical analysis of the data was carried out with the aid of Statistical Package for
Social Sciences (SPSS) 18.0 software. The descriptive statistics, such as frequency and
percentage were determined from the collected data. The inferential statistics such as ‘Chi-
Square’ test was used to analyze the data. The significance level was chosen to be 0.05.
3.0  Results and Discussion
3.1  Awareness about various open source operating systems
Table No. 1: Awareness about open source operating systems among the librarians working in
academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU

Aware Not Aware Total
Nos Per Nos Per Nos Per
Ubuntu 188 62.7 112 37.3 300 100.0
OpenSUSE 29 9.7 271 90.3 300 100.0
CentOS 51 17.0 249 83.0 300 100.0
Debian Linux 92 30.7 208 69.3 300 100.0
BOSS 21 7.0 279 93.0 300 100.0
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Fedora 104 34.7 196 65.3 300 100.0
Linux Mint 169 56.3 131 43.7 300 100.0
Above Table 1 presents results pertaining to awareness of open source operating
systems among librarians working in academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU, Amravati. The
results show that 56.3%, 62.7%, 34.7%, and 30.7% librarians are aware of Linux Mint, Ubuntu,
Fedora and Debian Linux open source operating systems respectively. While, 17.0%, 9.7%,
and 7.0% librarians respectively showed somewhat low awareness about CentOS, OpenSUSE,
and BOSS open source operating systems.
3.2  Awareness about open source library management software
Table No. 2: Awareness about open source library management software among the librarians
working in academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU

Open source library Aware Not Aware Total
management software Nos | Percent| Nos Percent Nos Percent
Koha 284 94.7 16 5.3 300 100.0
Newgenlib 174 58.0 126 42.0 300 100.0
Openbiblio 88 29.3 212 70.7 300 100.0
Evergreen 99 33.0 201 67.0 300 100.0
PhpmyLibrary 19 6.3 281 93.7 300 100.0

Above Table 2 presents results pertaining to awareness of open source library
management software among librarians working in academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU,
Amravati. The results show that 94.7%, 58.0%, 33.0%, 29.3%, and 6.3% librarians are aware
of Koha, Newgenlib, Openbiblio, PhpmyLibrary, and Evergreen open source library
management software systems respectively.

3.3  Awareness of Open Source Digital Library Software
Table No. 3: Awareness about open source digital library software among the librarians
working in academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU

Open source digital Aware Not Aware Total
library software Nos Percent Nos Percent | Nos | Percent
Dspace 267 89.0 33 11.0 300 100.0
Eprint 97 32.3 203 67.7 300 100.0
Greenstone 189 63.0 111 37.0 300 100.0
Digital Commons 57 19.0 243 81.0 300 100.0
Dtaversess 21 7.0 279 93.0 300 100.0
dLibra 59 19.7 241 80.3 300 100.0

Above Table 3 presents results pertaining to awareness of open source digital library
software among librarians working in academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU, Amravati. The
results show that 89.0%, 63.0%, 32.3%, 19.7%, 19.0%, and 7.0% librarians are aware of
Dspace, Greenstone, Eprint, dLibra, Digital Commons, and Dtaversess open digital library
software systems respectively.

3.4  Awareness of Open Sources Content Management Software
Table No. 4: Awareness about open source content management software among the librarians
working in academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU

Source content Aware Not Aware Total
management software Nos Percent Nos | Percent | Nos | Percent
Joomla 219 73.0 81 27.0 300 100.0
Wordpress 137 45.7 163 54.3 300 100.0
Drupal 185 61.7 115 38.3 300 100.0
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Cushy CMS | 173 | 577 | 127 | 423 [ 300 | 1000 |

Above Table 4 presents results pertaining to awareness of open source content

management software among librarians working in academic Colleges affiliated to SGBAU,
Amravati. The results indicate that 73.0%, 61.7%, 57.7%, and 45.7% librarians are aware of
DJumla, Drupal, Cushy CMS, and Wordpress open source content management software
systems respectively.
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Conclusions
Awareness about various open source operating systems

e Overall, on the basis of the study results it is evident that most of the LIS professionals
working in academic colleges affiliated to SGBAU, Amravati are aware of only some
specific open source operating systems such as Linux Mint, Ubuntu, Fedora and Debian
Linux.
Awareness about open source library management software

e Thus, on the basis of comparative assessment it is evident that awareness about Koha
and Newgenlib open source library management software systems is more than
Openbiblio, PhpmyLibrary, and Evergreen among librarians working in academic
Colleges affiliated to SGBAU, Amravati.
Awareness of Open Source Digital Library Software

e Inview of the study results it is evident that most of the librarians working in academic
Colleges affiliated to SGBAU, Amravati are aware of Dspace and Greenstone open
source digital library software.
Awareness of Open Sources Content Management Software

e In view of the study results it is evident that awareness about Joomla and Drupal open
source content management software high in most of the librarians working in academic
Colleges affiliated to SGBAU, Amravati.
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